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Background 
 

Earthian - Paryavaran Mitra initiative is a joint collaboration between Wipro and CEE. Wipro 

has been working in the areas of school education and sustainability as part of its social 

responsibility initiatives. Through “Wipro Applying Thought in Schools”, Wipro has been 

engaging in school education reform in the country, through partnerships with social 

organizations across the country working in the areas of holistic school reform, curricular 

reform, teacher capacity building and development of teaching/learning/resource materials for 

these purposes. Through its “Ecoeye” initiative, Wipro has also been driving efforts to transform 

itself into an ecologically sustainable and responsible business. Wipro has been consistently 

working over the years to systematically reduce its impact on the environment and community 

and also spreading awareness among its employees on these issues.  

 

Wipro- Earthian is an initiative of Wipro which brings together these two core areas of work 

within Wipro‟s social initiatives – education and sustainability. It aims to deepen sustainability 

education within schools and colleges across the country through a nationwide award program as 

well as a 3-year continuing engagement program with each year‟s winning schools and colleges. 

 

CEE is a national institution engaged in developing programmes and material to increase 

awareness about the environment and sustainable development. CEE's primary objective is to 

improve public awareness and understanding of the environment with a view to promote the 

conservation of nature and sustainable use of the natural resources, leading to a better 

environment and a better quality of life. To this end, CEE develops innovative programmes and 

educational material, and builds capacity in the field of education for sustainable development 

(ESD). As one of its environmental education initiatives, CEE runs a nationwide environment 

education initiative for schools called Paryavaran Mitra.  

 

Since 2013, CEE and Wipro are working together on Earthian-Paryavaran Mitra initiative. To 

provide different kind of educational experience, Earthian winner school team of year 2016 of 

the Continuous Engagement Programme in Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and Punjab were invited to 

be part of bio-cultural camp. 

 

Bio-cultural camps are focused on learning about biodiversity and cultural importance of the 

area. Such camps are opportunity to stimulate joyful, enlightening insights and experiences – for 

ourselves, as well as for our children and youth. These programmes are aimed at inculcating 

following aspects in the visitors: 

 

 Appreciation of the nature, natural resources, indigenous people and their culture and its 

importance 

 Creating love towards environment, nature and wildlife among people 

 Instilling  concerns for biodiversity conservation among people 

 Introducing biodiversity of flora and fauna of the particular area 

 Giving an interesting and exciting wilderness and cultural immersion experience  
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Such camps could be organized in an area where indigenous people are closely connected with 

nature. A similar camp was planned for schools at Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary of Uttar 

Pradesh where tharu tribe lives in around sanctuary connected with forest. Objective of the camp 

was: 

 To orient students to the unique biological and cultural aspects of the sanctuary  

 To expose students to conservation and sustainability practices of the sanctuary 

 To develop appreciation of the need for conservation of the biodiversity as a whole 

 

A two nights and three days nature camp for a group of 25 students and 5 teachers was offered to 

the Earthian-Paryavaran Mitra winner schools of UP, Rajasthan and Punjab. The nature camp 

was organized in one of the famous protected area of UP - Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary, 

situated in Bahraich district of Uttar Pradesh. Total 25 students and 5 teachers from five schools 

of Lucknow, Ajmer, Barmer and Ludhiana who attended bio-cultural camping programme. The 

list of schools, participating students and teachers is enclosed in annexure.  

 

"Seen & felt many things which I am teaching in the school" 
  - Ms. Kavita S. Shahi, CMS Kanpur Road Branch, Lucknow 
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About Camp Locations - Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary 
 

The Sanctuary is situated near Indo-Nepal border in the Terai region of Bahraich district and is a 

part of Dudhwa Tiger Reserve which covers an area of 400.6 sq. km. Sanctuary was established 

in 1976 and brought under the purview of the „Project Tiger in 1987 and is an important part of 

Terai Arc Landscape. Katerniaghat Forest provides strategic connectivity between tiger habitats 

of Dudhwa Tiger Reserve viz. Kishanpur and Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary in India and the 

Bardia National Park in Nepal. Girwa and Kodiala Rivers which join together and are later 

known as Ghaghra traverse the sanctuary.  

 

Fragile Terai ecosystem comprises a mosaic of Sal and Teak forests, lush grasslands, swamps 

and wetlands and abundant insect population particularly termites are present here. Forest floor is 

covered with grasses, bushes, cane breaks.  Forest resource is predominantly covered by pure Sal 

(Shorea robusta) and Sal mixed forests. Main tree species which are present there are Sal, Asna, 

Khair, Teak etc. Besides that Black Sheesham, Jamun, Haldu, Faldu, Jigna, Harra, Bahera, 

Rohani are other important species. Sanctuary having a combination of various habitats like 

rivers, wetlands, forest lands, grasslands etc provide natural habitat to large number of aquatic 

and terrestrial wild animals. Sanctuary is divided into 6 divisions for management point of view 

of which four divisions Katernia, Nishangara, Murthia & Dharmpur are located in the core area 

and rest two is in the buffer area of the Sanctuary, which is inhabited by Tharu Tribes. Sanctuary 

is also very rich in medicinal plants - white Musuli, Black Musuli, Ashwagandha, Sarpgandha, 

Indian Zujubi, Shikakai etc. 

 

The main wildlife attraction of the sanctuary include the Ganges Rive Dolphins, Gharials, 

Crocodiles, Turtles and various species of fishes found in the Girwa river. The Tigers, leopards, 

swamp deers, chital, barking deer, sambar, sloth bear, langoors, monkeys and wild boar are some 

of the terrestrial wildlife found in the sanctuary. The lush green Sal forest and Cane breaks adds 

to the aesthetic beauty of the sanctuary. More than 200 types of birds are found in the area which 

includes resident and migratory birds. Red Jungle Fowl, Grey Hornbill, Spoonbill, Black winged 

stilt, Kingfishers, striated babbler, minivets, shrikes, water hens, storks etc. A large heard of one 

of the critically endangered „Vultures‟ can be easily seen here. Tharu tribes are residing around 

the sanctuary. They depend on forest for their basic needs viz. fuel wood, fodder and food. These 

people also attract people for their simplicity, special dresses and their culture. 

 

About Katerniaghat Forest Rest House 

Two forest rest houses at Motipur and Kakraha was provided by Forest Department and State 

Ecotourism agency Forest Corporation as the camping facility. Both the rest houses have good 

rooms with attached toilet facility. Facility is well protected with boundary wall and gate along 

with security staff. Each rest house room is well maintained with comfortable beds and 

mattresses. The room has attached hygienic western toilet with running water facility. There is 

open space with forest surrounding the area which provides opportunity to conduct various 

educational activities with children. Simple and delicious food is served fresh and hot by the 

kitchen at rest house. Open space provide opportunity for conducting group exercises. 
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Module of Camping Programme  
 

CEE North interacted with schools for finalizing dates and group for the camp. The 5 winner 

schools joined this camp, where three schools were government and two were private schools. 

List of participants and schedule of nature camp is enclosed as annexure. Day wise report of 

activities done by the group is given as follows: 

 

Day 1  - 20 November 2017 
 

Students left for the camp early morning at 7:30 am travelling distance of 220Km. from 

Lucknow to Katerniagaht with CEE team. Students reached at the camp location by afternoon 

where lunch was arranged at the stay venue at Katerniaghat. Students checked in their rooms and 

had lunch. 

 

After lunch students were assembled and CEE team briefed about the schedule of camp to the 

students. Participants gave introduction through a game, passing the ball. Along with the 

introduction participant also share a constituent of nature, which they like. Few participants also 

expressed their expectation from the camp like exposure to forest and exploring animal in wild 

and their excitation for the fun learning opportunity. Schedule of camp and major locations and 

arrangements at campsite were shared with the participants.  Another activity „Phal Phool Sabji‟ 

was organized to make participants comfortable with each other and interact with each other. 

Distribution of kit along with use of kit components during camp was done. 
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Nature Walk in Jungle:  to explore the forest, a nature walk was organised.  Participants were 

introduced with fauna and flora of the forest. Participants also noted the importance of 

biodiversity available in forest along with interdependence and interactions within. Participants 

were also exposed to ecological interrelationships and dependence on forests.  

 

After the walk participants summarised their learning through group activity, in which one group 

discussed and presented visible impacts of forest, while the other group worked on sharing 

invisible impacts of forest. Key points presented by students are as follows: 

 

The day ended with a jungle safari in night, organised with support of Forest department, where 

student were able to see few animals like rabbit, monkeys, etc. Students were briefed about the 

about the unique features, forest and wilderness of Katreniaghat.  

 

Visible impact 

 Source of food 

 Medicines like Arjun chaal 

 Timber- teak and sal – main 

timber plants 

 Home for other living beings 

 Source of oxygen and sink for 

CO2 

 Home for wildlife 

 Supports economy  

 Recreational value 

 Educational importance 

Invisible impact  

 Regulator of temperature 

 Supports soil conservation 

 Provides livelihood via variety of products to many people 

 Supporter of rains  

 Treasure for research 

 Products indirectly used in many industry like in making 

drugs/ allopathic medicines 

 Aesthetic value 

 Forest supporting many complex interactions between 

various life forms 

 Forest as a common and shared resource for all living 

being including man 
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Day 2 - 21 November 2017 

 
A bird watching trail in forest was organised along with the local resource person from forest 

department.  This was to provide them experiences that engage all their senses in observing 

nature and knowing about forests birds. Participants reflected their experience to listen various 

sounds of nature, not only of living creatures like birds and animals, but also of abiotic 

components like air. Participants saw pug marks of wild animals and understood its utility for 

tracking of animals and its movement by forest department. To understand more about the forest, 

activities like tree my friend, tree autograph, etc. were organised. These activity supported 

participants to explore nature and share the bonding with it and need for its protection.  During 

the trek, they were also introduced with the difference of natural and man-made forests. Children 

were also briefed about making observation of bird sighting. 
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After the trail, participants returned and were gathered for reflection. Students were given 

various group activities. All the students were divided in five groups and all group had 

representation from each participating school. Through their artistic ability to use colours, 

participant of each group expressed their understanding about the incredible beauty of nature.  

These colourful pictures from morning trail, reflected bountiful interconnections within nature. 

Also each team prepared a small creative summary of their observations, which the youngest 

member from the group presented during the campfire. With this group exercise, environmental 

games were conducted like - „Web of Life‟, „Oh! Deer‟, „who am I‟ etc. Students learned about 

various environmental concepts such food chain, food web, classification, habitat interaction etc. 

through these games. Teachers keenly observed and also participated in these games. 
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Post Lunch, it was time to visit to a Tharu community village who live on fringe of forest. To 

understand community and its complex role and connections with forest, visit of participants to a 

village was organized.  Participants interacted with Tharu tribe of bisnapur village. Using 

interview method each team met a tharu family and interacted with them. During the interaction, 

participants observed their traditional systems of housing and eco-friendly lifestyle and local 

sustainable practices. The groups documented various information about their livelihood, 

farmlands, traditional practices, their rituals, current problems which they are facing, their 

dependence on forests, etc.  They shared the need of protection of forest as these forest serve as 

major resources for livelihood and other basic needs of the Tharu community through fisheries, 

water, etc. Participants were able to understand the coexistence and relationship between the 

community and forest. Also they listed few needs of community like toilet, education, etc on 

which action is required by government. 
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During the campfire in evening, Forest officers shared interesting stories about forest and Billy 

Arjan Singh who promoted tiger conservation. They also shared some interesting facts about the 

forest with the participants.  They also shared threats posed to wildlife and forest and what role 

can students play for its conservation. The day ended with game „passing the eco-parcel‟. The 

game revolved around learnings of the day using creative persona of the participants, thus 

making the evening livelier through their performances and mimicries.  

 

Day 3 - 22 November 2017 
 

The day began with jungle safari in open jeep along with guide from forest department. This 

safari took children inside Katerniaghat wildlife sanctuary to observe grassland, forest and 

wetland ecosystem. This provided them with opportunity of sighting of birds and animals in wild 

and observing their behaviours.  

 

Participants were able to spot Indian 

Grey Hornbill, Coucal, Streak throated 

woodpecker, spotted deer, Red-wattled 

Lapwing, Rocket tailed Drongo, Jungle 

babblers, Jungle crow, etc. Apart from 

this animals were also sighted during 

the safari. After 2-2.5 hr ride inside 

jungle children were taken to Girwa 

River which flows through 

Katerniaghat. 
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To explore and understand aquatic 

biodiversity, a boat ride was 

organised in Girwa river. Along 

with sighting of aquatic fauna and 

flora like Cormorant, Darter, 

Common Coot, White breasted 

Kingfisher, Crocodiles, Ghariyal, 

Ganges River Dolphin, Little 

egret, black ibis, Yellow wagtail, 

participants were debriefed about 

the importance of aquatic 

biodiversity and the ecosystem. 

These rides were done in rounds 

for each group. In the mean time 

group looked at information 

panels. 

 

With this lunch was arranged. Post lunch, concluding session was organized. Programme 

culminated with experience sharing session, feedback and certificate distribution. Students left 

from the camp site. The group returned Lucknow back in evening. 

 

 

 

 

"हमें पेड़ पौधों के बारे में बहुत सारी जानकाररयाां प्राप्त हुईं, यह 

कैं प हमारे लिए नया था और हमने नई-नई चीजों को दखेा और 

खेि - खेि में बहुत कुछ जाना लजसे अपने जीवन में उतारने के 

बारे में सीखा"  

- अजयपाि ससह, 9वीं का छात्र, राजकीय लवद्यािय अजमेर  
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Feedback of Camp  
 

Students and teachers had exciting and educational trip as it was a new experience for most of 

them. Before concluding camp, feedback forms were provided to students to take their response, 

and share their experiences and suggestions about the camping programme. The feedback form 

developed was based on the CEE's experience of camp programme. The format had covered 

points including camp location, accessibility, food quality, water facility, cleanliness, indoor 

activities, outdoor activities, resource person etc. Copy of feedback form is enclosed. 

Analysis of feedback given by students is as under: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis of feedback given by teachers is as under: 
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Feedback remarks of camps Katerniaghat 
 

Participants found the resource material interesting and useful, as it 

had more pictures. Participants were seen using this material in free 

time to know more about the fauna and flora.  

 

Nature camp really increased my knowledge about flora & fauna, it 

has given me an opportunity to interact and adjust with different 

students and also made me responsible and take care of others too. 

My suggestion is to conduct activities according to age group of all 

students. 

Pahulpreet Kaur, Class 10th 

B.C.M. Arya Model Sr. Sec. School, Ludhiyana, Punjab 

 

I learn to be merciful to all organisms specially plants because I never know so much about the, 

forest wildlife and trees are truly important for us. My suggestions are increase duration of camp 

and organize camping in camp if possible. 

Shruti Yadav, Class 6th 

CMS Kanpur Road, Lucknow, UP 

 

Teachers reflected that the group activity organised during the camp was an opportunity of peer 

learning for multigrade and multilevel group, with different cultures. They liked group activity as 

it provided a chance to interact promoting sharing and respect for other participants, opportunity 

to bring out hidden talents of participants and helped them to imbibe skill of team work, 

presentation, expression, etc. 

 

This is my first visit to any wildlife sanctuary got connected to nature, would promote plantation 

in my school & locality and conserve nature to maintain ecological balance. I would like to 

suggest that time duration of camp should be 5 to 7 days minimum. 

Dr. Jyotsana Rai, Teacher  

BMC Arya Model Sr. Sec School, Ludhiana, Punjab 
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Feedback Form 

 

Bio-cultural Camping Programme  
Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary - organized by CEE North and WIPRO 

 

Feedback form 

Name: .......................................................................................Std:................................. 

 

School:....................................................................Email id: ........................................... 

 

Sr. 

No 

 

Theme Indicators  (Tick ) Remarks/ Suggestions (Optional) 

Excel-

lent  

Very 

Good  

Good  Satisfa-

ctory  

1 Camp Location 

I Accessibility 

(Mode of transport,  

reaching the 

camping location )  

     

 

 

II Ambience 

(environment, 

aesthetic beauty of 

the camping site) 

     

 

 

2 Camping Module/ Pedagogy (Education content of the camping programme) 

I Overall camping 

experience at 

Katerniaghat 

wildlife sanctuary 

     

 

 

 

II Information and 

knowledge 

provided during 

camping 

     

 

 

 

III Camping resource 

persons 

     

 

IV How exciting are 

the sites visited at 

Katerniaghat 

Wildlife sanctuary 

     

 

 

 

V How good are the 

out-door activities 

conducted during 

site visits 

     

 

 

VI How good are the 

Indoor activities 

conducted at 

camping venue 
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VII Duration of the 

camping 

programme  

     

 

 

3 Camping Ethics (Following nature camping norms and values) 

I Team Work (co-

operation, helping 

each other) 

    

 

 

 

 

II Camp Discipline 

(following the 

instructions, self 

and group 

discipline ) 

     

4 Camping Hospitality (Logistics at the camping site) 

I Stay facility at the 

camping location 

     

 

II Quality of food 

served  

     

III Waste 

Management at 

camping site 

     

 

IV Water Facilities 

available at 

camping site  

     
 

 

 

V Overall cleanliness 

at camping site 

     

 
 

VI Security at 

Camping Site 

     

 
 

 

5.  Camping Experience (optional) 

 

I. List three ways in which this camping experience has influenced you personally. 

 

a.............................................................................................................................................. 

   
 

b.......................................................................................................................................................... 
 

c. . ..................................................................................................................................................... 

 

II. Any suggestions to improvise future camping experiences.  

............................................................................................................................................................  

  

............................................................................................................................................................ 

Date:         Sign:  
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Annexures 
 

5.1  Schedule of Nature Camp 20-22 November 2017 (Mon-Wed) 

 

Date and Time Activities 

19 November 2017 Arrival of outstation teams to Lucknow  

20th November 2017  Travel to Katerniaghat by road 

7.30 am From common point 

9 am Breakfast break  

1.00 - 2.00 pm Arrival at Katerniaghat, Check in rooms and Lunch 

2.00 - 3.30 pm Orientation to camp 

3.30 - 5.00 pm  Nature Walk in Jungle  

5.00 - 6.00 Tea and leisure 

6.00 - 8.00 Camp fire 

Knowing Katerniaghat Sanctuary by Resource Person  

How to use kit; Games and Activities (Logistics announcement) 

8.00 - 9.00 Dinner and retire for the day 

21 November 2017  Second Day of the Camp - Tuesday 

6.30 - 7.30 am  Bird watching trail  

8 - 9.00  Breakfast 

9 am - 12 noon Group activities and educational games on interdependence 

12.30 - 1 pm Rest and leisure  

1-2pm Lunch 

2-5 pm Visit to Bisnapur village to interact with Tharu community   

5-6.30pm Return, tea and rest 

6.30-8pm Camp fire and Interesting stories from a life in the forests-Interaction 

and experience sharing with Forest Official  

8pm  Dinner and retire for the day 

22 November  (Wednesday) 

7-8.30 am Wake up and breakfast 

8.30-1.30 pm Jungle Safari - ride in open jeep inside forest, Girwa river visit and 

boat ride;  

1.30 pm-2.30pm Lunch 

2.30 - 4.00 pm 

Concluding Ceremony - Sharing by children about their learning, 

Feedback; Quiz, Prize and certificate distribution 

5 pm  Departure to Lucknow 

10 pm Arrival in Lucknow and Outstation travel back to their locations 
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5.2 Participants List: 
 

 

S. 

No. 

Name of student and Teacher Class Boy/Girl 

CMS Kanpur Road Branch, Lucknow (UP) 

1 Kavita Shahi - 9307582586 Teacher  

2 Tamanna Shahi 7 C Girl 

3 Chandrima Nath 7A Girl 

4 Himanshu Misra 7 I Boy 

5 Johanna Kathy 8C Girl 

6 Shruti Yadav 6 B Girl 

Purva Madhyamik Vidyalaya, Itaunja, BKT, Lucknow, UP 

7 Ismail Ali 7 B Boy 

8 Mohit Rawat 7 B Boy 

9 Mohd. Javed 7 B Boy 

10 Aditya Singh 7 B Boy 

11 Mohd. Scheeq 7 B Boy 

Rakjiya Uchh Madhyamik Vidyalaya, Godawas Khurd, Barmer, Rajasthan 

12 Hanuman Ram Bishnoi - 9166282181 Teacher  

13 Pooja 6 Girl 

14 Mamta 6 Girl 

15 Suchila 6 Girl 

16 Rinku 6 Girl 

17 Manisha 6 Girl 

Rajkiya Uchh Madhyamik Vidyalaya, Kota, Ajmer, Rajasthan 

18 Avdesh Sharma - 9414406910 Teacher  

19 Kshomendra Kr. Rao 8 Boy 

20 Niranjan Singh 8 Boy 

21 Narpat Singh 9 Boy 

22 Ajay Pal Singh 9 Boy 

23 Rohit Singh 9 Boy 

 

BCM Arya Model Senior Secondary School, Ludhiana, Punjab 

24 Dr. Jyotsana Rai - 9464519828 Teacher  

25 Vipra Kale - 9878492100 Teacher  

26 Mehar Gandhi 12 Girl 

27 Jasmine 11 Girl 

28 Sanchi Ahuja 11 Girl 

29 Raghav Ralhan 10 Boy 

30 Pahulpreeti Kaur 10 Girl 
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5.3 Certificate 

 

Each student and teacher was given certificate of participation. Copy of student's certificate is 

enclosed as under: 
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5.4 Newspaper clippings 
 

 

Pioneer coverage on 19 

November 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pioneer coverage on 24 November 2017 
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